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Aims & Objectives

The nature of this study was to Explore the impact of different learning styles, using the virtual learning

environment www.cytologystuff.com which involved different learning communities;

• Cytotechnologist’s experience of the learning platform

• undergraduate students experience of the platform, and the researcher self-reflection.

The aim was to explore the impact of different learning styles mainly:

• What do students perceive as learning using the www.cytologystuff.com.

• What is available in terms of material resources?

• what learning has occurred about such options?

• How any action is shaped inside of socio-technical-political influences. Taking a social network

Actor-Network Theory (ANT) is a social theory, which has been developed by scientists and

originated from the work of both Michel Callon (1991) and Bruno Latour (1992). ANT approach would

therefore be useful. The research adopts the metaphor of the ‘Research Onion’ as the framework for

the study proposed by Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill Lewis, Thornhill, and Saunders (2007).

Data Collection & Analysis Techniques 

Primary data were collected through two semi-structured surveys; Enrolled students to Cytology-histology

course at AUT University and cytology staff at Diagnostic Med lab were both invited to participate.

The data was processed using same online platform www.surveymonkey.com. Up to 80% Cytotechnologists’

participate and only 15% AUT student’s completed the survey questionnaire. Two themes were identified which

are: “Reflections Theme” and “Knowing Theme”

Research Findings  

How this platform site might provide an opportunity for students to be involved in an online community

www.cytologystuf.com of practice was investigated, the analysis informed by Actor-Network Theory provides

sensibilities brought forward particular limitations in making use of the site

The students’ experience of the site was overwhelming but it was perceived as too simplistic for the

cytotechnologists.
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